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State Water Resources Control Board .

P.O. Box 100 : SWRCB EXECUTIVE
Sacramento, CA 95812-0100 '

RE: Proposed Water Quality Control Plan for Enclosed Bays and Estuaries of California,
Sediment Quality Objectives : '

Dear Ms. Townsend,

I would like to congratulate the State Board, Staff, Advisory Committes, Scientific
Steering Committee and the Agency Coordination Committee on pursuing a technically
valid, science based approach for development of sediment quality objectives (SQOs).
Use of multiple lines of evidence (MLOES) in establishing the potential impacts of
sediment associated contaminants is clearly supported by the scientific community
(Wenning et al. 2005). California will be among the first in the nation to pursue such a
well reasoned and thoroughly documented approach to establishing such objectives for
the protection of surficial sediments. However, it is equally important to understand that
the ongoing development and actual regulatory implementation of such objectives is far
from complete and will require significant support and commitment of resources by the
state into the foreseeable future. 1 would also caution the Board against premature
implementation of the proposed SQOs until such time as the approach and
implementation guidance are fully developed.

Approaches being pursued under phase 2 of the development process are necessary to
ensure adequate environmental protection and successful regulatory implementation of
the SQOs. While the tools currently developed under the program for the evaluation of
sediment chemistry, toxicity, and benthic community health clearly provide a strong basis
for establishing whether sediments are potentially impaired. However, these tools do not
provide for identification of the stressor(s) causing the measured impairment.

Stressor identification is essential to understanding whether impacts are contaminant
related and if contaminant related, enables detection of specific contaminant drivers for
follow-on source identification and appropriate regulatory action. Any regulatory
decisions made in the absence of such information would be arbitrary and capricious.
The proposed plan recognizes that tools for stressor and source identification are critical
to the success of the regulatory program and have described some general approaches
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